MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF

GREAT LAKES SECTION, USFA, INC.  

APRIL 1, 2006

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the GREAT LAKES SECTION, USFA  was held, pursuant to the notice given in accordance with the By-laws, at 7:00 o’clock P.M. at the site of the 2006 Sectional Championships on the above-captioned date.  


JOSEPH S. STREB, acted as chairman of the meeting, and DAVID LEIGHTON acted as secretary.  The meeting was called to order by the chairman.

ROLL:  A roll of persons present was taken by the secretary, and it was reported that the following members of the Executive Committee and Officers entitled to vote were present at the meeting and, pursuant to Article VI(A) of the Bylaws, a quorum did exist:


Chairman, Joseph S. Streb (Columbus), streblaw@sbcglobal.net

Secretary, David Leighton (Indiana), dtl@nd.edu

Marcia Pierce, Vice-Chairman (Kentucky), marcia.pierce@eku.edu

Patrick Kelly (Kentucky), usfakydiv@insightbb.com

Terry Amrine (Columbus Ohio), amrineteutonic@prodigy.net

Lloyd Howell (S.W. Ohio), plumstreet@aol.com

Francine Streithorst (S.W. Ohio), francine.streithorst@convergys.com

Michael Gillette (Kentucky), smaillette@mac.com

READING OF MINUTES:  The minutes of the prior meeting of April 30, 2005 were unanimously approved.  

OFFICER'S REPORTS:

Chairman --  Mr. Streb reported that the Section By-laws adopted last year need some amendment to include GLS practices regarding the GLS tournament; hence, Amended  By-laws were drafted and reviewed by the Officers and will be presented under new business.  Mr. Streb also described at length and answered questions about the current political structure of USFA; the prior efforts by certain board members to restructure USFA; the pending USOC governance audit; and the pending efforts to recall the USFA President.   (For more on these subjects, see past issues of the GLS Newsletter on GLS website).
Secretary – Dave Leighton, who is in charge of calculating the Sectional Circuit Award points, reported that he believes a modification to the method of calculation is in order.  
Treasurer – Mr. Laker was absent, and the Chairman gave the financial report.  In general, the Section is in good financial condition with approximately $4,500.00 in its bank account.  The Section will be incurring expenses in connection with the 2006 GLS Championships, such as, paying for Mr. Cotton to provide the referee seminar, and paying for equipment transportation to Kentucky.  Otherwise, the major expense of the Section is to pay to send the Chairman to the three USFA national board of directors meetings each fencing season.  
Vice Chairman --  Ms. Pierce had no report.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  There are no committees at present. 
OLD BUSINESS:  None.
NEW BUSINESS:   


(1).  SECTIONAL CIRCUIT AWARDS:  The following resolution regarding calculation of the Sectional Circuit Award point totals was made, seconded, and unanimously passed:  


BE IT RESOLVED, that the method by which the Secretary calculates the 
Section Circuit Award point totals is modified:   


WHEREAS, the purpose of the sectional circuit championship is to encourage 
            fencers in the region to travel outside their local area, and compete at other 
            tournaments in the section.  To this end, trophies are awarded at the sectional 
            championship to fencers accumulating the highest point totals during the season 
            from the six designated circuit events, and from the championships.  The 
            awards go down to third place in cumulative points.  Henceforth, the point totals 
            shall be calculated from the following formula:


Points = multiplier x (# of fencers + 1 – place in event)


If there is no separate women’s event, then the women are taken to have 


competed in a “virtual event” with finish equal to their relative placing in the 


mixed event.


The multiplier equals the rating of the event:  A = 5, B = 4, C = 3, D = 


2, E or U = 1.  There are two exceptions to this:  the sectional championship 


counts double a regular circuit event, and the rating (for purposes of 


determining the points awarded only) will not have the restriction that there are 

at least 15 competitors.  As an example, in an event with 12 fencers with 2 B’s, 



2 C’s, and 2 D’s or higher with 2 B’s and 2 C’s or higher finishing in the 8, the 


third place fencer(s) would be awarded 4 x (12 + 1 – 3) = 40 points (or 80 


points if the event were the sectional championships).

(2).  AMENDED BY-LAWS:  The following resolution regarding adoption of Amended By-laws was made, seconded, and unanimously passed:  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Amended By-laws for the Great Lakes Section 
USFA dated April 1, 2006 and presented by the Chairman are hereby approved 
and adopted. 

(Amended By-laws will be posted on GLS website)

(3).  ELECTIONS:  The following resolution regarding election of Officers of the GLS was made, seconded, and unanimously passed:  


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Officers of the Great Lakes Section for the next year 
shall be:  



Chairman, Joseph S. Streb (Columbus Division)



Vice-Chairman, Francine Streithorst (S.W. Ohio Division)


Secretary, David Leighton (Indiana Division)



Treasurer, Jaison Laker (Indiana Division)

(4).  LOCATION OF 2007 GLS CHAMPIONSHIPS:  The following resolution regarding location of the 2007 GLS Championship  was made, seconded, and unanimously passed:  


BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2007 Great Lakes Section Championship shall be 
held by the S.W. Ohio Division at a location to be determined. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to tradition, the S.W. Ohio 
Division appoints Francine Streithorst to be responsible for organizing the 2007 
GLS Championship, and she shall also function as Vice-Chairman of the GLS for 
the next year. 

(5).  TIMES OF SECTIONAL CIRCUIT EVENTS:  The following resolution regarding times and locations of the 2006-2007 Great Lakes Section Circuit Events was made, seconded, and unanimously passed:  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following schedule shall be used for Great Lakes 
Section Circuit Events for the 2006-2007 fencing season:  


August



N/A



September


Michigan Division 



October


Northern Ohio Division



November


Kentucky Division



December-January

Columbus, Ohio Division



February


Indiana Division



March



Southwest Ohio Division (may be Dec.)


April



Sectional in S.W. Ohio 


May



N/A

Note:  Results must be reported to the GLS Secretary as soon as possible after each Circuit Event in order for points to be tabulated.


MISCELLANEOUS:  


(1).  The USFA position on youth fencing in local "open" events was discussed, and the following resolution was made, seconded, and unanimously passed: 


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Great Lakes Section remains opposed to the current 
USFA Executive Committee rule which appears to attempt to state that fencers 
under the age of 13 may not participate in local "open" fencing competitions, and  
the Chairman is authorized to do all things reasonable and necessary to change the 
rule. 


FURTHER, the Chairman is requested to inquire as to the position of USFA President, Nancy Anderson, on the subject.


 (2).  In light of the membership of wheelchair fencers and referees in the Section, it was discussed and determined that the site of the 2007 GLS Championship should be ADA compliant.  


 (3).  The pending effort to recall the President of USFA, Nancy Anderson, was discussed at length.  The Executive Committee took no official position.

 (4).  The next meeting of the GLS Executive Committee was set for the end of the first day of competition of the 2007 GLS Championships.  

ADJOURNMENT:  Upon motion made, seconded, and unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned by the Chairman.

 






______________________________








Secretary, David Leighton







______________________________








Chairman, Joseph S. Streb
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