MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF

GREAT LAKES SECTION, USFA, INC.  

JUNE 22, 2013

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the GREAT LAKES SECTION, USFA  was held, pursuant to the notice given in accordance with the By-laws, at 7:00 o’clock P.M. at the site of the 2013 Sectional Championships on the above-captioned date.  


JOSEPH S. STREB, acted as chairman of the meeting, and TIM MILLS acted as secretary.  The meeting was called to order by the Chairman.

ROLL:  A roll of persons present was taken by the secretary, and it was reported that the following members of the Executive Committee and Officers entitled to vote were present at the meeting and, pursuant to Article VI(A) of the Bylaws, a quorum did exist:

Voting Members of Executive Committee:


Chairman, Joseph S. Streb (Columbus), streblaw@sbcglobal.net

Vice-Chairman, Tim Mills (Columbus), tim@royalarts.org

Secretary, Peter McOwen (SW Ohio), pdmcowen@gmail.com

Julia Richey (Columbus), julia@royalarts.org 


Paul Geraci (Indiana)

Nick Marion (N. Ohio)


Interested Members of GLS:

Frank Nagorney (N. Ohio)

Webmaster, Doug Bliss (Columbus), dbliss@columbus.rr.com


READING OF MINUTES:  The minutes of the prior meeting of August 25, 2012 were unanimously approved.  

OFFICER'S REPORTS:

Chairman --  Mr. Streb reported that USFA has continued with its policy of allowing Sections to die by attrition by cutting-off qualifying paths from Sectional Championships to the Summer Nationals.  As a result of this, Sections remain but have no official function.  Nevertheless, many members of the Great Lakes Section prefer to attempt to hold-on to the traditions of the Section and continue to have a Great Lakes Section Championship.  Despite being a year into the term of current USFA President, Donald Anthony, it remains unclear what USFA intends to do with respect to Divisions.  For now, Divisions remain.  Of course, with the elimination of geographic representation from the Board Of Directors, there will be little formal dissent regarding the fate of Divisions.  This administration has pointed out to USFA that its policies simply replace one group of administrators (local) with another group (those appointed through USFA political connections).  As we have seen with the ROC and RYC committee structure, this is not necessarily a change for the better; however, it does seem to provide paid travel opportunities for certain committee members.  USFA’s financial condition, despite prior reports that it had gotten better, seems about the same, and due to continued lack of properly audited financial statements and coherent financial reporting, it may be impossible to know the real financial situation.  
Secretary – Mr. McOwen.   The Secretary reported that the Section Points total stands as the majority of his work for the Section this year. He would like to state that Michigan did not host a section circuit event this year or, at least, did not provide results to me or post them to AskFred.  Also, Kentucky hosted their section event in December, even though its approved month is November.  He would encourage any division that wishes to change the approve time for its Sectional Circuit Event to contact the Executive Committee.  He stated that a greater emphasis should be placed on the Section Circuit Events, as they should be seen as the most competitive events in the Section. He stated that he would like to ask all parents, coaches and elite fencers to try to increase participation in all Section events in all weapons and genders.
Treasurer – Mr. Laker was not present, but he reported via e-mail that the Section bank account contains $1769.41. 

Vice Chairman --  Mr. Mills had no report. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  There were no committees with reports.  

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

NEW BUSINESS:   


(1).  LOCATION OF 2014 GLS CHAMPIONSHIPS:  The following resolution regarding location of the 2014 GLS Championship  was made, seconded, and unanimously passed:  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2014 Great Lakes Section Championship shall be held by the Columbus Division at time and location to be determined.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to tradition, the Columbus Division appoints Tim Mills to be responsible for organizing the 2014 GLS Championship, and he shall also function as Vice-Chairman of the GLS for the next year. 


(2).  TIMES OF SECTIONAL CIRCUIT EVENTS:  There was interest in continuing the Great Lakes Section’s Sectional Circuit Events, and it was determined to go forward as in the past; hence, the following resolution was made, seconded, and unanimously passed:  


BE IT RESOLVED, that the following schedule shall be used for Great Lakes Section Circuit Events for the 2013-2014 fencing season:  



August



N/A



September


Northern Ohio Division 



October


Michigan Division



November


Kentucky Division


            December-January

Columbus, Ohio Division (may be deferred to                  

                                                                                            Sectional Championship)


February


Indiana Division  



March



Southwest Ohio Division



May/June


Sectional Championship
Note:  Results must be reported to the GLS Secretary, Peter McOwen, as soon as possible after each Circuit Event in order for points to be tabulated.


(3).  CONTINGENCY MATTERS:  The resolution first passed in 2010 was ratified:


Whereas, the United States Fencing Association (“USFA”) may in the relative near future take actions deemed by the Executive Committee of the Great Lakes Section (“GLS”) to be detrimental to the sport of fencing in the Great Lakes Section; and; 


Whereas, the Executive Committee of the GLS seeks to foster and promote the sport of fencing in the relevant geographical area;


Now therefore, the funds of the Great Lakes Section in the hands of the GLS Treasurer, which are deemed to belong solely to the GLS under past and current rules and regulations, and as a result of efforts of the GLS, shall be distributed equally to the Divisions comprising the Great Lakes Section or such similar organizations, concurrently with the passage of any bylaw, rule, or resolution by USFA calling for the disenfranchisement, dissolution, or termination of the Great Lakes Section of USFA.


(4).  ELECTIONS:  The following officers were either unanimously appointed or duly elected to the following positions:  


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Officers of the Great Lakes Section for the next year 
are:  



Chairman, Joseph S. Streb (Columbus Division)



Vice-Chairman, Tim Mills (Columbus Division)



Secretary, Peter McOwen (SW Ohio Division) 



Treasurer, Julia Richey (Columbus Division)


(5).  BYLAW ADMENMENT:  Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously passed, the following resolution was adopted regarding an amendment to the Bylaws:  


WHEREAS, as of this time, USFA has eliminated any qualification path through the Section to any national event, there is no longer a reason to require the organization of the GLS Championship to include U19 events; 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Article XIII(B) of the Bylaws are amended as follows:  

B)
ORGANIZATION:  The organization of the GLS Championships shall be determined by the host Division with the approval of the GLS Chairman.  The bout committee for the GLS Championships shall consist of three to five people who are GLS members and fencers, including without limitation, at least one representative from the host Division, one member of the GLS Executive Committee, and the referee examiner, if any.  The schedule of fencing events for the GLS Championship may be provisionally set by the host Division but must be approved by the GLS Chairman prior to publication. 

MISCELLANEOUS:  


(1).  The next meeting of the GLS Executive Committee was set for the end of the first day of competition of the 2014 GLS Championships.  
ADJOURNMENT:  Upon motion made, seconded, and unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned by the Chairman.








      /s/ Peter McOwen


 






______________________________








Secretary, Peter McOwen







      /s/ J. S. Streb







______________________________








Chairman, Joseph S. Streb
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